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THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX

Don't be afraid to break some rules and experiment. Nature photography
doesn't need to follow the ‘traditional’ methods that you see every

day. Try and think about how you can depict your subject in a new,
unique way. Consider doing the opposite to the general compositional
guidelines, such as the ‘rule of thirds’, and you may be surprised by

the results. For example, if you're photographing an animal you could
experiment with the framing and just focus on one element, such as an
ear or its mouth.




=T DOWN LOW 2

~ Make sure you stay on eye-level with an animal. It adds
a huge amount of impact to your photos - a difference
that you will see instantly. It may mean gettlng down
and dirty, but it's definitely worth it. :

Why does it work? Well, it helps to establi
perspective of the subject.
shooting from above, the vie

distance from the background,
helping to achieve a soft, clean
backdrop.
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The background of your photo is just as important as whe
in the foreground. Look out for distracting elements

positioning yourself a few feet to the side. You m
find that this ‘moves’ it out of the way.

u A A clean backdrop gives a much more ‘finished’ feel to yor
4 photo. A shallow depth of field (wide aperture; low f-sto
#  number) will help to achieve this, as it will throw the

background out of focus.



CAPTURE BEHAVIOUR

Instead of just taking photos of

an animal that show what it is, try
capturing a specific behaviour in an
image. It requires patience and luck, but
photos are much more interesting if they tell
a story about an animal’s life, rather than just
show you what it looks like. Try to spot
patterns in an individual’s routine - this will
help you to predict any
movements.
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_ GET YOUR FOCUS RIGHT

—

A poorly focused % ¥ Itisessential to use single-
image stands out i \QJ point autofocus. Don't let
like a sore thumb. " \Camera choose where to
The most common " focus for you - it will ve
issue with below 4 .’\. \ .

par’ photos is the
focus. This can

~ be down to poor

technique, laziness or
even camera error.

’ 0 nDTaINIne .
. .ng animal, make sure tha
you aim for the eyes! This is the
most iIAortant part. Be sure that y

~ haven't accidentally focussed o

ose or beak. Thisakes time to perfect,
- . ; .
a ryone makes mistak .
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USE A FAST SHUTTER SPEED

By using a fast shutter speed you can freeze motion and help to eliminate camera
shake. A good rule of thumb is to go no slower than 1 over the focal length of your
lens. For example, if you're using a 400mm lens you should shoot with a speed of at
least 1/400 second. For very fast action you will need to increase this further. Light
can be a limiting factor here, but i mcreasmg your ISO speed will allow you to use
faster shutter speeds without - .

underexposing
your image.
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. TRY A!DI FERENT LENS ' 7
s e &%

Who said you r?éeded to stick with a wide-angle lens for landscapes,
and a telephoto for wildlife? Swap it around!

&
.‘Yﬁse a telephoto for landscape photos to isolate A ‘
- featuresin the scene, such as a distant mountain. » 13 s o » "

' It's a great way to draw the viewer's attention to He N . S -
'something in particular. .Y

- R g *
Corp ‘ra% to your wildlife

otography, with the he emote trigger release,
_ to give a unique perspecti our photos. Thiscanbe
jreat fun to do "md allows you to spice up your images.
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SHOOT IN RAW 8

Shooting in JPEG is understandable if you resulting in a higher resolution
are just starting out and firing off endless file as the end product. It's a non-
images, but it won't be long before you destructive process too, meaning
should really start to consider using any changes you make do not
the raw file format. overwrite the original file.

When you take a JPEG
photo, your camera is
throwing away a huge
amount of information

and compressing the file.
You lose detail in the blacks
and whites, and are much more
limited in what you can do with
the photo.

If you're scared by
the idea of shooting
raw, you can set your
camera to take both
raw and JPEG files at the
same time until you are
comfortable with making
the full transition.

Raw files are uncompressed and
can be edited to a much greater extent,
producing more accurate colours and
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hotography like the idea of

camera’. However, when
processes the image

re Styles’ that can be

a's menu.

ay to get a true ‘out of the camera’ image

; 1 raw, and you'll quickly realise that these
1mages need processing. They appear dull and flat, but
that's because they are created with the full int -
of you making adjustments afterwards using ‘
software.

Editing images is not cheating. If you start chopping and
changing a photo, then that is regarded as too much by
most eople But simply adjusting things like the exposure,
i harpness of a photo is perfectly

. the viewer, but to make your
as you saw it.




Rome wasn't built in a day. The photographers that get the best pictures
are the ones who put in the most hours. If you're photographing the
stars at night, but there’s a bit of cloud spoiling your image, make sure
that you stay out all night incase the cloud clears. You may just find
- yourself with a rather spectacular outcome. '

~ This advice applies to all corners of nature photography. It sounds
simple, but it's of great importance. Patience is a virtue, and you have to
be in the right place at the right time to get the shot!
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Want to Learn More?

There is no end to our tutorials - and they're all free! Just
stay subscribed to our newsletter and we'll send you all of
our best content so you can fast track your photography
and start taking the photos of your dreams.
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Nature TTL is a resource set up for photographers like

you who want to improve their skills and enjoy nature in
the process. Our content is written by some of the best
photographers in the business, and we are proud to be able
offer it to our readers at no cost.

[ hope you enjoyed reading this eBook, and be sure to check
out the website at www.naturettl.com

WILL NICHOLLS
Founder of Nature TTL



http://www.naturettl.com

